
Luke 1:5-25

Why does Luke start here?  Malachi 2:1-9; 3:1; 4:1-6

- 400 years since the last prophet (Malachi) spoke. 
- 500 years since the last angel appeared (fiery furnace)
- 500 years since the last miracle
- 800 years since a miracle was followed by another miracle
- God had been silent for a long time



Luke 1:5a. - Herod the Great – a power hungry politician 
The Good
- Got rid of much of the local terrorism
- Roman senate declared him “King of the Jews” for driving out the invading Parthians

- He was not Jewish, so he married into a noble Jewish family to gain favor of the Jews
- Gave back the surplus of taxes in tough times
- During a great famine in 25 BC, he melted down precious objects in his palace to buy 

food for the poor
- Built theaters, racetracks, entertainment areas
- Built most of the port of Caesarea, enhanced the cities of Beirut, Damascus, Tyre, and 

Sidon
- Built the fortress of Masada
- Most notably to the Jews, he greatly upgraded the Temple



Luke 1:5a. - Herod the Great – a power hungry politician 
The Bad
- He was paranoid that someone might steal his power
- He had his wife’s brother, who was High Priest, drowned
- Then he killed his wife and his mother-in-law
- Eventually he murdered 3 of his sons
- Knowing he was dying, he imprisoned many noble citizens, and ordered that they be 

executed upon his death, so that there would be mourning in Jerusalem
- When Herod heard someone was born “King of the Jews” in Bethlehem, he ordered 

that all male babies in the area under age 2 be slaughtered



Luke 1:5b.-7 
v. 5b.
- Zechariah – priest
- Elizabeth – all of her male relatives were priests (Aaron was of the tribe of Levi)

v. 6 
- As opposed to the priests described in Malachi and the next 400 years of priests

v. 7
- Old and barren v. 25
- Humiliating, allowed to divorce, people assumed they had secret sin John 9:1-3



Luke 1:8-10

1 Chronicles 22:14-16; 23:1-6; 24:1-10



The Importance of Visual Communication

- Visual images are processed 60,000 times faster the text

- The attention span of a gold fish is 9 seconds

- As of 2015, the attention span of a human is 8 seconds

- Engagement on         is 58 times greater than 

- Consumers are 85% more likely to purchase an item after watching a video















"No stranger is to enter within the balustrade round the temple and enclosure. 
Whoever is caught will be responsible to himself for his death, which will ensue."












